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for any failure in that direction. A city can grant such a restrictive charter that 
it need not accept a water supply, at the outset, which is impure. By actual 
statistics it costs cities from two to five times as much to build and run their own 
water and gas works as it does when such enterprises are in the hands of individ- 
uals . By giving suchenterprises to their citizens, they also get rid of the chief sourceB 
of corruption and theft. The English doctrine is that municipalities shall not enter 
into any business that private individuals will undertake. The theory of all 
governments, like ancient Rome, Russia, etc., is to monopolize or at least control 
all these matters. The water-works of Rome were built by slave labor and run 
by the government. This was largely true of Paris, St. Petersburg, other con- 
tinental cities, in China and Mexico, while free London is supplied by private 
companies. The popular American cry seems to be for the government 
to own the railroads, telegraph and telephone systems. This is an en- 
croachment on the theory of our institutions, and any legislation, including 
inter-state commerce, which goes beyond the province of police control, is a 
step toward the governments of ancient Rome and modern China. Napoleon's 
ideas of government left nothing for the people. Henry George's theory, carried to 
its last analysis, is to bring a Chinese state of affairs, with a fountain in a 
monarch, with everything vested in the people in common from a socialistic 
point of view. The result of this in time would be a race wholly 
devoid of ambition for personal aims. Henry George should remove 
to China, where is a true exemplification of his theories. Unless our 
municipal, State and National governments are made to give the 
enterprises to private individuals which they have usurped from the 
people, we shall not only continue to have impure water, enforcing unconscious 
suicide on all citizens, but also, in time, a centralized government wherein the 
citizens are void of personal ambition and all is one mass or family, with a central 
figure, like the Emperor of China, pulling the string. 

WILLIAM HOSEA BALLOU. 

II. 

ZOOLOGICAL GAME PRESERVES. 

The rapid development of the South African colonies is playing havoc with 
the supply stations of our zoological gardens. Gnoos and sable antelopes have re- 
treated to the wilderness of the upper Zambesi; baboons are no longer found in the 
neighborhood of Cape Town, and before the end of the next twenty years the 
agents of Barnum & Co. will have to fall back upon the villages of Brahmini, 
Hindostan, where some fifty varieties of monkeys still enjoy all the privileges of 
a New York ward politician. Their impudence and digestive abilities make them 
a fearful nuisance, but their daily offenses are condoned on religious principles, 
for the sake of their sainted relative, the god-ape Hanuman. They levy a regular 
tribute on the produce of every farm, but are always on the lookout for extra 
bonanzas, and invade even the camps of the British garrison towns where they 
congregate at the tent wagons of a new commissary sergeant like office-seekers at 
the sanctum of a new Mayor. 

P. L. Fremont. 

in. 

OUR RODENT RIVALS. 

Professor Burmeisters, in his work on the Fauna of Northern Brazil, de. 
scribes the frightful insect-plagues of the Rio Negro, and remarks that " men 
should not presume to call themselves the lords of creation till they devise more 
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effectual methods for fighting mosquitoes and swamp-flies." But even in the tropics 
swamp-flies and gnats can at least be locally abolished by a thorough system of 
drainage, and the terrestrial supremacy of man, after all, encounters its most for- 
midable rivals in the tribe of rodent mammals. Individually the largest members 
of that tribe are hardly a match for a half -grown boy ; but their lack of relative 
powers is more than equalized by the versatility of their mental and physical 
faculties, and above all by their irrepressible fecundity. The colonists of New 
Zealand are the Yankees of the South Sea, as plucky descendants of North British 
ancestors as ever framed a pontoon bridge or constitution, but after the experience 
of the last fifteen years are forced to acknowledge that the rabbits thus far have 
proved too much for them, and that at all events the odious little quadrupeds 
have given them ten time3 as much trouble as the biped Maoris. In the course of the 
last fifty years the aboriginal population has decreased from 210,000 to less than 
40,000, while during the same period the rabbit census shows an estimated increase 
of 12,500,000 per cent. In many partsof the North Island the plague has assumed 
dimensions defying such remedies as traps and poison, i. e. , the largest possible num- 
ber which the resources of the colonists would enable tbem to destroy in that way 
would represent less than the current increase of the survivors. All the available 
cash of the island, invested in strychnine aDd steel traps, would barely suffice to 
check that increase, and would utterly fail to abolish, or even to visibly abate, the 
nuisance. Ferrets are doing their best, but their propagation fails to keep up with 
that of their enemies, and bounties have led to a rather unexpected result; scores 
of tramps, having conceived the plan of eking out a comfortable subsistence by 
promoting the increase of the remunerative pets, are now killing out their natu- 
ral enemies and obliterating decoy trenches and pitfalls, very much after the plan 
of the enterprising editor who hired panders to keep up his stock of Pall Mall sen- 
sations. Aroostook County, Maine, is threatened with a similar experience by the 
phenomenal increase of rats, and, judging from recent reports, the city of Nor- 
wich, Connecticut, too, is being grievously terrorized by the results of nightly 
ratification meetings. Rats by thousands and tens of thousands congregate in the 
neighborhood of the wharves, and often, as by common agreement, make a dash for a 
warehouse or plunder a freight car, with the co-operative will of a New York boodle 
syndicate. 

A less concentrated, but more permanent, plague is that of the Alleghany flying 
squirrels, the " winged weasels," that slip through every cranny of an old country- 
house and develop an appetite that could digest Crabbe's " Treatise on Specula- 
tive Theology." They will gnaw up an oiled pair of cowhide boots in a single 
night. Their needlelike teeth penetrate horn and caoutchouc. They are raven- 
ously fond of bacon, but in stress of circumstances will carry off bagsful of hard 
corn and pignuts. In Eastern Tennessee their ravages often oblige housewives to 
hang up their stores of provender in bundles dangling from the upper rafters of 
the ceiling; but all precautions are in vain against the talents of a marauder that 
can climb, dig, jump, gnaw and crawl, as well as run and fly. The owl-eyed little 
pests are nf semi-nocturnal habits, and make their nests in hollow trees; but even 
the total destruction of the sheltering forests would fail to exterminate the night- 
squirrel, for in well-settled districts its wriggling youngsters— seven or eight 
of them, twice a year— are often found in haystacks or under the floor-planKo ?f 
old barns. Felix l. Oswald. 

IV. 

WHY AM I A MISSIONARY? 

This question is not one bounded by denominational lines, but can be answered 
by almost every Christian church in almost the same terms, as a non-mission 
church may be called a non-Christian church. 



